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In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen.  
 
Dear Future Sisters, Dear Reverend Fathers, Dear Faithful,  
 
We have on this Feast of St. Margaret Mary, who is the second patron of the Order (of St. 
Benedict -ed) this great deep joy to give the habit to these initiates to the novitiate for the 
future Benedictines here.   
 
The ceremony itself has 2 parts.  The sister will come here and they will deposit their hair 
and then they will receive the habit, the Benedictine habit.  It is something similar: we 
can see a parallel to what is happening to the Brothers or to the Clerics.  The Church 
requests from them, too, the hair, and then gives the habit.  There is a difference, though.  
For the Brothers, for the Clerics, the ceremony has a name – “Tonsure”.  And for the 
Sisters, we just speak about the taking of the habit, the investiture, receiving, being 
vested.  Maybe because it is too hard to talk about the first part!  But fundamentally, it’s 
the same thing, and we really we may ask ourselves and the world will ask, “Why is the 
Chuch so barbarian?!” What is belonging to the honor of the woman the Church wants 
the women to give.  But not only to give -- she requests the bishop to do this “monstrous” 
act!   
 
There is a meaning, and a deep meaning.  Our Lord gave it as a condition:  “Who wants 
to be My disciple, he renounces himself.”  So what God wants for His disciples is a 
renouncement to oneself.  And you understand that this is a spiritual act, something you 
won’t see. Something which happens between the soul and God and this does respond to 
Our Lord Himself who said that God wants adorers in spirit and in truth.  But the Church 
knows very, very well that we do not have only a soul, we have a body. And what 
happens at the level of our body helps greatly our spirit.  And that’s why this 
renouncement of oneself, this giving of oneself, the Church asks that we manifest it on a 
visible way.   
 
So if you think about what one can give which represents oneself: the way to dress and so 
on belongs to us, to our personality, but it is too exterior.  The hair really belongs to us, 
belongs to what we are, the way we appear.  And something we can lose without hurting 
our health.  Imagine the Church would say, “Give me your little finger!”  No, it doesn’t 
work.  The hair, yes, you can cut it.  It’s hurting, not physically, it’s hurting the ego. 
Precisely which shows that we give oneself by renouncing to it.  It can be hard!  (Well I 
know only one, but I know one future priest who wept when he had to give his hair!  It 
can happen.)   
 



Once again the importance we have to understand there: this act, which is maybe physical 
act, helps greatly the soul!  The same way when we genuflect!  It helps us to adore God. 
The act of adoration is really a purely spiritual act, but when our knees go down, it helps 
the soul to go down.  And this is true for the whole liturgy. We are like that. We need this 
externalization of our spiritual act, of this sacrifice.  It says a lot.  And the Church, when 
we lose ourselves, when you lose yourselves there in front of Him, you go not into 
Nirvana, you do not go into emptiness where you have to empty yourself because God 
wants to fill it!  He doesn’t want to leave your soul empty!   
 
And once again what’s happening inside we will see outside.  We will see an incredible 
transformation of the appearance. Right now they are (in) white, in a few minutes they 
will be (in) black, well, with a white veil.  You will see the habit.  Now this habit tells us 
a lot again.  This habit tells us you belong to a new family.  You renounce to your family 
on the earth, at least physically you will be separated and the Church will put you behind 
grids in that.   
 
But once again, you don’t go into prison.  You go into the house of God!  You belong to 
a new family, the Benedictines, a part of the Family of God.  You receive a treasure, 
which we call “The Rule”. The Church tells you: just follow this.  She doesn’t request 
more than this. Nothing spectacular.  Just the faithful fulfilling of all these little rules. 
And the Church guarantees you: you go to heaven!  Imagine! You will receive an 
enormous set of means which will help you constantly to make progress towards 
holiness, to make more secure your heaven. And once again the Church does not request 
spectacular things – this simple but constant faithful fulfilling of the little, these so little 
things, of everyday.   
 
But watch out: the devil is tricky, and we are, too. These exterior means to lead us to God 
have to be considered as what they are: they are only means.  Means who want to 
produce in us Charity. If you look the whole thing (the habit, the rule, the superior, even 
the Divine Office) everything is set there for only one purpose – to bring you closer to 
God, to facilitate you this path which we call the way of the Counsels.  Of the Apostolic 
(Evangelical – ed) Counsels. That is the 3 vows, the 3 renouncements.  You will not do it 
now, you have the time, which is the time of the novitiate, where you will practice these 
things. We’ll look if you can, and how far you can (and everybody hopes you will) fulfill, 
be able to fulfill, this promise of the 3 vows.   
 
But once again, even the vows – that’s not an end in itself!  The end is God and God 
alone.  The first thing you have in the Rule of St. Benedict: if you really look for God, 
that’s the thing!  That’s why you are here!  For God.  God wants you.  And it is a 
beautiful sign of Divine Providence that we are performing this ceremony under the 
patronage of St. Margaret Mary who was the confidant, extraordinary confidant, of the 
Sacred Heart. Also His messenger here on earth. And if you look at the prayers we just 
prayed, we asked to be able to follow her. What for? To be able to live in the Sacred 
Heart.  To have as a home the Sacred Heart. The place where we stay. In the Sacred 
Heart.   
 



God made one Commandment, and this Commandment we know (well it’s the Holy 
Scripture who said it) summarizes all the Commandments. Which is, if you really do that 
one you do everything! And it is the Commandment to love God with all your heart, all 
your spirit, all your strength, all your soul.  That means God wants everything.  All your 
energies, all your thoughts. He wants everything.  And that means you start here by 
giving something that, as St. Paul says, “I die everyday.”  In a certain way you give your 
hair everyday, well more than your hair, you give yourself to God.  
 
You give yourself to this praise, to this Divine Office.  The Church counts on you much 
more than what you think.  She knows the worth of consecrated people who give 
themselves to God.  She knows how much we need them. And why so?  Because the 
closer to God the soul is, the more good she can do on earth. It is not just the personal 
thing, that is, “I love God, so I am closer to God”.  The virtue of Charity has something 
absolutely extraordinary – it goes in all directions.  The closer we get to God, of course 
the closer we are to Him. The closer we are to Him, the more we can get for the others!  
So many people ask for help and so on.  And God will more willingly give to these souls 
who love Him more.  
 
But even something which not many people think about: the Charity unites us with God 
and with all those who are united with God.  There is no limit there.  So there is also the 
unity with the neighbor.  And first of all amongst yourselves, amongst your Sisters, in 
your new family, in this new foundation (which is also something extraordinary… not 
only do you start a spiritual life, you start a convent!  You are at the very source of this 
new family.)  And the more you sanctify yourself, the more those who come after will 
get!  You don’t only have a responsibility for yourself – you have it for the future!  But 
don’t worry, you are not alone, God is with you.  
 
An aspect of this Communion of Saints, of this Charity, is that whatever good is done on 
earth those who are in Charity have a part of it.  You see someone doing something good, 
you are in Justice allowed to offer it to God.  It is not a theft. You don’t steal it from the 
other who does the good work. You are allowed to offer it because the Charity causes this 
union with all those who are one with God.  Remember that.  You see something 
beautiful, just offer it up.  It’s yours!  And the same for you for the others – it goes in all 
directions!  And of course the highest are the treasures, the merits, the virtues of Our 
Lord Himself.  The first thing He gives to you: you give to Him, He gives you 
everything!  All His virtues!   
 
You know that my dear brethren, you know that the Mass, which is the Sacrifice of Jesus, 
is yours!  The priest says it at every Mass.  At the “Orate Fratres” he says, “Pray brethren 
that my sacrifice which is also yours may be agreeable to God.”  He does not speak about 
his personal things.  He speaks of the Sacrifice of the Mass, and he says it is yours! 
Because God, Our Lord Jesus Christ, did give it to the Church.  And so YOU are made 
able to offer to God something which overpasses anything you could do ever here on 
earth by yourself: the very sacrifice, own sacrifice of Jesus, and you do that through the 
priest, in Jesus.  And if you forget it, well don’t worry, the priest does it for you.  In any 



case he does it.  So even if you never thought about it, the priest did it for you.  He 
offered it for you, in your name.  
 
This is true of the Mass: that you see how beautiful, how marvelous the life with God is.  
I may say those who are in the world, who live in the world, they are distracted, 
distracted even with the duties of the world.  And those who live in the convent, 
secluded, they have less of these worries of the world. That means they can occupy 
themselves more about God’s glory.  They are there all the day, everyday. They will 
glorify God, they will sing His praise which has been given to us by the Holy Ghost 
Himself in the Psalms.  And it is more than that: that they are doing it on behalf of the 
Church.  They have a duty, they have a mission given by the Church, so it is not just their 
own singing. It is a prayer of the Church for the Church, for the needs of the Church. That 
is, yours. They will pray for you.   
 
But when we said “the Church” that means you are not alone. There might be 5 up there, 
(but) you are thousands!  First of all, your mouth belongs to Jesus.  You are allowed to 
sing here and to perpetuate His praise.  He is singing.  He is the High Priest of the New 
Testament, and He allows you to be one with Him.  Never forget that.  You may have 
some distractions, He doesn’t.  And He uses your mouth to continue here on earth His 
praise to the Holy Trinity.   
 
Every time you go to the Divine Office, you are more in heaven than on earth.  You are 
closer to God than to any earthly thing.  Try to forget a little bit about these worries about 
the earth.  Care about God.  I tell you the more you will care about God, the more He 
will care about you, your worries, yours here on earth.  And if there is a detachment, a 
real detachment from your family, at the same time there is a new bond which is in God 
which is much, much deeper.  Your whole family will receive much more from your 
giving to God than ever before.   
 
Communion of Saints is a dogma, is one of the truths of our Faith.  And we think so little 
about it.  But you can see there, but yes of course, you want, and you are, you will be one 
after the other in front of Jesus, well, in front of the bishop who is representing Jesus, but 
you are not alone!  You are not alone on this way to God!  And the first who wants to be 
with you is our Lord Himself who wants you to become Spouse.  What a title!  It is 
mystical, certainly, but it is so high.   
 
You see all what God wants to reserve to you when you give up something from the 
earth, something from yourself.   
 
Well, let’s go to St. Margaret Mary, let’s go also to the Blessed Virgin Mary, she is 
specially your patron, too, that they may prepare your heart for this day and for everyday, 
to heaven. Amen.  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost.  
 


